The Confederate States 
    (States that seceded from the Union)      

	Alabama
Arkansas
Florida
Georgia
Louisiana
	Mississippi
North Carolina
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas
Virginia

	Border slave states that remained loyal to the Union:
Delaware      Kentucky      Maryland      Missouri
(Western counties of Virginia refused to secede from the Union)


	
	
	
	
	
	

	1861
	July 21
	First Battle of Bull Run
	Virginia
	Confederate
	• Union troops under Gen. McDowell attacked the Confederates, who all fell back except for those under the command of Gen. “Stonewall” Jackson. His brave stand gave the Confederates time to regroup and counter-attack. McDowell’s forces not only retreated but fled back towards Washington in panic.

 • The South rejoiced, but it also developed a false sense of security. The North was dazed. Lincoln and his generals realized that the war would be a long one.

	1862
	March 8-9
	Merrimack v. Monitor
	
	-
	• The Merrimack was a confederate ship and the first “ironclad”. Its iron beak cut through the wooden Cumberland "as a knife goes through cheese", then set fire to the Congress with red-hot shot from its guns. The next morning, however, it had to face a strange ship one quarter of its size and resembling a "cheese-box on a raft." This was the Monitor, a Union ironclad designed by John Ericsson, a Swedish engineer.

• The fight between the two ships lasted for nearly four hours. Although there was no decisive outcome, it was one of the most important naval battles ever, for all countries had to discard their wooden vessels and began building ironclads. 

	1862
	April 6-7
	Battle of Shiloh
	Tennessee
	Union
	Unionist General Grant was taken by surprise when Confederate General Johnston attacked his forces. The Unionists were driven back and looked on the verge of defeat, but reinforcements turned the tide and General Johnston was killed whilst leading a charge. His successor, General Beauregard, was driven from the field the next day and retreated. 

	1862
	June 25-July 1
	The Seven Days Battle
	Virginia
	Confederate
	Confederate General Robert E. Lee drove back General George B. McClellan's Union forces and thwarted the Northern attempt to capture the Confederate capital of Richmond.

	1862
	August 28-30
	Second Battle of Bull Run
	Virginia
	Confederate
	Union General Pope advanced on General Jackson, who pretended to retreat but held his ground until reinforced by Gens. Lee and Longstreet. The entire Confederate Army attacked the Union Army and forced it to retreat all the way back to Washington. 

	1862
	September 16-18
	Battle of Antietam
	Maryland
	-
	Confederate Gen. Lee took the war into the Northern territories by heading straight across the Potomac river. However, the numerically superior forces of McClellan eventually forced him to retreat back to Virginia. Although a successful defence rather than a genuine victory, the Unionists were encouraged, and Lincoln took advantage of the situation to issue his Emancipation Proclamation. 

	1862
	December 11-15
	Battle of Fredericksburg
	Virginia
	Confederate
	Union Gen. Burnside crossed the Potomac river and attacked Lee’s forces. 

After six assaults with terrible losses, Burnside withdrew back across the river. He was replaced by Gen. Joseph (Fighting Joe) Hooker.

	1863
	April 30-May 6
	Battle of Chancellorsville
	Virginia
	Confederate
	Union Gen. Hooker crossed the Potomac river and attacked Lee’s forces. Hooker was dazed by falling masonry early in the battle but refused to relinquish command. His forces were badly mauled and eventually retreated. Although a Confederate victory, it came at a high price: during the battle “Stonewall” Jackson was shot by one of his own sentries in a moment of confusion and died 8 days later. 

	
	May 18-July 4
	Siege of Vicksburg
	Mississippi
	Union
	Unionist Gen. Grant laid siege to the city of Vicksburg on the Mississippi river, which ran straight through the middle of the Confederate states as a major supply route. After seven weeks the city surrendered. This was a major victory for the Unionists, giving them control of the river and dividing the Confederacy in two.

(this is a major strategic story and difficult to summarise!)

	
	July 1-3
	Battle of Gettysburg
	Pennsylvania
	Union
	Gen. Lee drove Gen. Meade’s army back to Cemetery Hill, then attacked. “Pickett’s Charge” momentarily pierced the Union line but was driven back. Lee eventually withdrew his army, which had suffered heavy casualties. Lincoln delivered his famous “Gettysburg Address” after this battle (“this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom”).

	1863
	Nov
	Battle of Chattanooga
	Tennessee
	Union
	The Chattanooga railway served as a vital supply route for the Confederacy. Union Gen. Grant, supported by Hooker and Shermann, took control of Lookout Mountain from the Confederates and gained control of the railway network. The South now had only one east-west route - through Atlanta.

	1864
	
	
	
	
	Lincoln made Grant commander in chief, with Sherman his second in command.

	1864
	May 8-21
	Battle of Spotsylvania
	Virginia
	-
	Grant and Meade were advancing on Richmond. They met the Confederate army. They captured nearly a division of Lee’s forces and came near to cutting the Confederate army in half. Confederate counterattacks plugged the gap. Grant disengaged and continued his advance on Richmond.

	1864
	
	Sherman’s March to the Sea
	Atlanta to Savannah
	Union
	Gen. Sherman drove the Union armies of the West in the decisive push from south through Chattanooga, Atlanta and the "march to the sea" across Georgia. In these campaigns Sherman's troops blazed a wide path of destruction in cities such as Atlanta that destroyed the Confederacy's will and ability to fight.

	April 9
	1865
	Battle of Appomattox Courthouse
	Virginia
	Union
	Early on April 9, the remnants of John Broun Gordon’s corps and Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry formed line of battle at Appomattox Court House. Gen. Robert E. Lee determined to make one last attempt to escape the closing Union pincers and reach his supplies at Lynchburg. At dawn the Confederates advanced, initially gaining ground against Sheridan’s cavalry. The arrival of Union infantry, however, stopped the advance in its tracks. Lee’s army was now surrounded on three sides. Lee surrendered to Grant on April 9. This was the final engagement of the war in Virginia.


	The Ten Costliest Battles of the Civil War
Based on total casualties (killed, wounded, missing, and captured) 


#1
Battle of Gettysburg 
Date: July 1-3, 1863 
Location: Pennsylvania 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee
Union Commander: George G. Meade 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 75,000 
Union Forces Engaged: 82,289
Winner: Union 
Casualties: 51,112 (23,049 Union and 28,063 Confederate) 


#2 
Battle of Chickamauga 
Date: September 19-20, 1863 
Location: Georgia 
Confederate Commander: Braxton Bragg 
Union Commander: William Rosecrans 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 66,326 
Union Forces Engaged: 58,222  
Winner: Confederacy 
Casualties: 34,624 (16,170 Union and 18,454 Confederate) 


#3 
Battle of Chancellorsville 
Date: May 1-4, 1863 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Union Commander: Joseph Hooker 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 60,892 
Union Forces Engaged: 133,868 
Winner: Confederacy 
Casualties: 30,099 (17,278 Union and 12,821 Confederate) 


#4 
Battle of Spotsylvania 
Date: May 8-19, 1864 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Union Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 50,000 
Union Forces Engaged: 83,000 
Winner: Confederacy 
Casualties: 27,399 (18,399 Union and 9)000 Confederate)


#5 
Battle of Antietam 
Date: September 17, 1862 
Location: Maryland 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Union Commander: George B. McClellan 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 51,844 
Union Forces Engaged: 75,316 
Winner: Inconclusive (Strategic Union Victory)
Casualties: 26,134 (12,410 Union and 13,724 Confederate) 


#6
Battle of The Wilderness 
Date: May 5-7, 1864 
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Union Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 61,025 
Union Forces Engaged: 101,895 
Winner: Inconclusive 
Casualties: 25,416 (17,666 Union and 7,750 Confederate) 


#7 
Battle of Second Manassas
Date: August 29-30, 1862
Location: Virginia 
Confederate Commander: Robert E. Lee 
Union Commander: John Pope 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 48,527 
Union Forces Engaged: 75,696 
Winner: Confederacy 
Casualties: 25,251 (16,054 Union and 9,197 Confederate) 


#8 
Battle of Stone's River
Date: December 31, 1862
Location: Tennessee 
Confederate Commander: Braxton Bragg 
Union Commander: William S. Rosecrans 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 37,739 
Union Forces Engaged: 41,400 
Winner: Union 
Casualties: 24,645 (12,906 Union and 11,739 Confederate) 


#9 
Battle of Shiloh
Date: April 6-7, 1862 
Location: Tennessee 
Confederate Commander: Albert Sidney Johnston/ P. G. T. Beauregard 
Union Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 40,335 
Union Forces Engaged: 62,682 
Winner: Union 
Casualties: 23,741 (13,047 Union and 10,694 Confederate) 


#10 
Battle of Fort Donelson 
Date: February 13-16, 1862 
Location: Tennessee 
Confederate Commander: John B. Floyd/Simon B. Buckner 
Union Commander: Ulysses S. Grant 
Confederate Forces Engaged: 21,000 
Union Forces Engaged: 27,000 
Winner: Union 
Casualties: 19,455 (2,832 Union and 16,623 Confederate) 
