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Worksheet part of a unit by RJ Tarr at www.activehistory.co.uk / 1

Why did it take so long for Britain to Abolish the Slave Trade?

Starter Activity

▪ Read this extract from the "Gentleman's Magazine" of 1789. As you do so, note all the arguments the writer puts forward in defence of the slave trade and how you would respond.
	Extract
	Summarise his argument
	Write a response
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7 febgme for the aholiion of he
{lave-trade is, in every view of it,
abfurd and impolitic. - It is founded¥n
a mift-ken notion of humanmty, or rather
on ignorance;s folly, and enthufiafm,
The Negroes of Africa, in their native
country, are apparently ufelefls in the
great feale of human focicty ; they are -
totally incapable of refinement, arts, or
{ciences. The only way to promote
their civilization, to’ make them fervises
able in their generation, and happy in
themfeives, is to introduce them into a
ftate of ativity and induftry, Man was
not defigned for a life of idlenefs. An
idle man is a wretched creature. A Nes
gro, removed to the Weft Indies, is
placed in a climate much more agrecable
1o a labourer than the burning plajns of
Africa. His work in the Plantations is
not harder, or more oppreffive, than that
of our common labourers in England,
fuch as miners, black{miths, founders,
paviours, fcavengers, coal-heavers, and
many others, whofe fituation is viewed,
by thofe very humane and cgmpaﬂiun‘gg
people who are advocates for their Afris
can brethren, without the leaft concernl
Yet moft of thefe drudges in his couns
try have been compelled by neceflityto
leaye the place of their nativitye -0
The vulgar ate influenced. by names
and titles. Infiead of sLAVESs, letthe
Negroes bg called ASSISTANT-RLANT=
%RS 5 and we fhall pot then hear fi
violent outcries againft the flave trade’by
pious divines, tender-hearted posteflesy
and fhort-fighted politicians, e K
g Yours, &, No Pran7er,
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Why did it take so long for the British to abolish the Slave Trade?

By the beginning of the 19th Century, some people were campaigning for the slave trade to be abolished. It took them a very long time to succeed. Why?

Task 1

▪ Imagine you are an "abolitionist" campaigning to abolish the slave trade.

▪ Read through each of the following arguments made by people who supported the slave trade. For each one, write a counter-argument from your point of view.

	ARGUMENT
	COUNTER-ARGUMENT

	Matthew Gregson 

If we abolish our slave trade, other countries will simply move in and take it over. The Spanish, the French, the Brazilians and the Americans treat the Africans much more brutally than the British do.
	

	Sir John Gladstone

The more slaves that come to the West Indies, the less work there is for each one to do. So the best way to improve the conditions of the slaves is to increase the slave trade, not abolish it!
	

	Anonymous author of "A Plain Man"

The conditions of workers here in the UK are just as bad as that of the slaves on the plantations. If the abolitionists want social reform, why not start with the English people first?
	


